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HUGH J. WOODRUFF, in his official   : COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA 

capacity as minority inspector of Ward 54   : COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Division 18,       : 

       : ELECTION MATTER 

  Petitioner,    :  

       : OCTOBER TERM, 2020 

 v.      : 

       : No.: 201002188 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY BOARD OF   : 

ELECTIONS; COMMISSIONER LISA M.   : 

DEELEY, in her official capacity;    : 

COMMISSIONER AL SCHMIDT, in his official  : 

Capacity; and COMMISSIONER OMAR   : 

SABIR, in his official capacity,    : 

       : 

  Respondents,    : 

       :  

PHILADELPHIA DEMOCRATIC CITY   : 

COMMITTEE, on behalf of all of its   : 

members, voters, and nominated candidates  : 

for the November 3, 2020 Election,    : 

       : 

  Intervenor.    : 
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PETITION FOR INTERVENTION 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Philadelphia Democratic City Committee petitions this Court for leave to intervene, 

pursuant to Pa. R.C.P. 2327-2330, as an additional Respondent on behalf of its members and voters  

who would be disenfranchised by Petitioner Woodruff’s requested relief, and its nominated 

candidates who would lose those voters. In support thereof, the Philadelphia Democratic City 

Committee states as follows: 

1. Petitioner Philadelphia Democratic City Committee is the local affiliate of the 

Democratic Party with its offices at 218 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123. 

2. Philadelphia Democratic City Committee is recognized as the official affiliate of 

the Pennsylvania Democratic Party in Philadelphia.  Over 850,000 registered voters who reside in 

Philadelphia are members of the Democratic Party. Philadelphia Democratic City Committee 

brings this action for itself, the Democratic Party, all of its members, all registered Democratic 

voters, and all nominated Democratic candidates in the City and County of Philadelphia. 

3. On October 30, 2020, Hugh J. Woodruff (“Petitioner Woodruff”), a minority poll 

inspector in Philadelphia, filed an Amended Complaint in the Nature of an Action for Mandamus 

and simultaneously filed an Amended Emergency Petition for a Writ of Mandamus (“Petition”). 

4. The Petition seeks a writ of mandamus ordering the Philadelphia Board of Elections 

and its Commissioners (collectively, “Respondents”) to (1) disqualify mail-in and absentee ballots 

processed after 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 27, 2020, (2) notify all electors who submitted an 

absentee ballot application after this time of their opportunity to vote in person on November 3, 



2020 and, (3) issue provisional ballots for these voters instead of regular ballots at their usual 

polling location. 

5. Petitioner Woodruff filed the Amended Complaint and Petition because “reports” 

indicated that Respondents accepted mail-in and absentee ballot applications from voters who were 

in line before 5:00 p.m. on October 27, 2020, but did not turn in the completed form until after 

5:00 p.m., allegedly in violation of the Election Code. 

6. Should Petitioner’s suggested writ of mandamus be granted, an unknown number 

of voters would be disenfranchised in the November 3, 2020 election because their mail-in ballots 

would be voided without sufficient time to notify said voters that their ballot was discarded. 

7. On October 30, 2020, Respondents filed a response in opposition requesting that 

the Court deny Petitioner’s application in full. 

8. Applicant Philadelphia Democratic City Committee (“Applicant”), shares the 

interests of Respondents in this action.   Respondents have opposed Petitioner Woodruff’s request 

to void the legitimate votes of the citizens of Philadelphia.  Both the Board of Elections and the 

Philadelphia Democratic City Committee have a vested interest in conducting a free and fair 

election that maximizes the franchise of Philadelphians within the bounds of the Election Code. 

9. Applicant desires to intervene in this action as an additional Respondent and to 

participate fully in the proceedings, including any hearing on Petitioner Woodruff’s request for a 

writ of mandamus in order to protect the franchise of its voters. 

10. With the addition of the paragraphs set forth above in this Petition, Applicant adopts 

by reference Respondents’ Response in Opposition. 

11. The relief sought by Applicant is the same relief sought by Respondents in its 

Response in Opposition. 



12.  Applicant could have been joined in this action as an original respondent and the 

determination issued in this action may affect legally enforceable interests of Applicant and its 

members, voters and candidates. 

13. The claims and requests for relief of Applicant are consistent with and recognize 

the propriety of the Response in Opposition filed by Respondents. 

14. While the interests of Applicant are similar to the interests of Respondents, 

Applicant has its own particular interests, members, and legal counsel and desire to be 

independently represented. 

15. Applicant has not unduly delayed in making this Petition for Intervention, and the 

Petition, if granted, will not unduly delay or prejudice the rights of any other parties. 

16. The undersigned counsel for Applicant can represent to the Court that Respondent 

Philadelphia Board of Elections has no objection to this Petition for Intervention. 

17. Attached to this Petition as Exhibit “A” is Applicant’s Response in Opposition to 

Petitioner Woodruff’s request for a writ of mandamus. 

WHEREFORE, Applicant respectfully request that this Court grant this Petition for 

Intervention and permit Philadelphia Democratic City Committee to participate fully as an 

additional Respondent in this action. 
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